Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. I will warn you, that I do not use short sentences. I will endeavor to work on this over time, but I don’t naturally write that way. However, you can easily break most of my longer sentences into 2 or 3 smaller ones where I have “…” or “–“ or commas. If you do the work on making it into smaller sentences – feel free to email it to me, and I am happy to share your work with others. I do have some of these available which people have sent me. I will eventually make them available as part of the normal manuscripts.

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. SERIOUSLY, READ IT OUTLOUD. You will also see that I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible to help you keep your place. However, you will probably want to increase the spacing between lines. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 
Song before the Service: (#483) 
Congregation of our Lord Jesus Christ: Our only Hope is found in the Lord our God, the Creator and Sustainer of all Things! Grace be yours in abundance, with Mercy and Peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us respond to God’s call to worship Him #48 “Great is the Lord our God” Vs.1, 4,5,6 
We will profess our faith using Nicene Creed PAGE 7 Please be seated
READ from Heidelberg Catechism LD28
SCRIPTURE READING: Leviticus 7:11-21 + 17:1-4
Song of remembering the persecuted church (Continue to learn this song), sing #69 vs.1-6 “Save me O God, I sink in floods” Remember/pray for those being persecuted as we sing
We come now to our time of Congregational prayer, let’s bow our heads, hearts and souls before the Lord: O Heavenly Father, to you we lift up our hearts in prayer! You are great and glorious and we praise you for the wonderful blessing of knowing you! Thank you so much for setting into motion the great plan of our salvation! Thank you Jesus Christ for your great part in that plan! Thank you for leaving the glories of Heaven to become man and live, die and rise again for our salvation! Thank you Holy Spirit for applying that great salvation to us sinners – by giving us new hearts and minds! Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we are eternally in your debt, and we praise you for the great gift of life you have given to us by faith! Thank you for the way you provide so richly for us as believers thru your church. Thank you for uniting us together for fellowship, mutual accountability, teaching and worship. Thank you for how you have encouraged various men to step up to lead as elders and deacons – would you continue to sustain these leaders that they would mature into these callings… and that they would serve your church in a way that blesses your people and brings glory to your Holy Name! Please continue your great work of molding/shaping your people into the image of our Lord and SAvior Jesus Christ!
To that end, Dear Lord, We pray for your blessing for our young adults, please lead and guide them in their relationships and work – mold and shape our young men to be godly leaders, and give them your blessing in every way. Make our young women submissive to your will, and enable them to persevere in well-doing! Bless their studies and help them to be content with their station in life – that they might have joy where they are, and not only joy in where they want to be! Protect them against the attacks of the evil one, we pray! Work in the lives of our little ones, that they would grow up never remembering a day that they didn’t already love/trust in Jesus as their Lord/Savior! Please provide for those who are pregnant in our midst, grant strength to the mothers, and health to the little ones… sustain each new life until full term, and please give healthy normal deliveries according to your gracious will!
Bless and provide for our seniors and those who are struggling with illness. Care for those attending camps this week and next… And Build up your church, that you might be glorified in, thru and by us as your people! in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

God is the Giver of every good and perfect Gift – and He meets our needs day by day! Furthermore, we know that God USES you and me to provide for others and to do works of ministry in His name. Therefore, let’s trust the Lord to provide for our needs, as we generously give to His Kingdom and Work! Let us Bring to God His tithes and our additional Free-will offerings! ( Deacons)
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing a Song of Prep #277 “And can it be, that I should gain an interest in my Savior’s blood”

Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 Sermon Title: The Bread of Heaven
* Song of Response: Psalm #466 “Guide me O thou Great Jehovah”
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you, May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen 

Doxology: #527 
Evening Sermon: Partaking of the Lamb of God
Text: I Cor. 10:14-22 (Read vs.1-22, beautiful illustration of unity of Scripture) Reading: Leviticus 7:11-21 (add 17:1-4) + LD 28
Introduction:
Children, When you have a Birthday party, you normally want a nice Birthday cake right? And it makes you happy when everyone is excited about getting a piece of cake. But what would you think, if you had a Birthday party, and when the cake was brought out, there were children who said that they didn’t want a piece of your cake?! And it wasn’t because they were too full, and it wasn’t because they didn’t like the flavor, they just didn’t want YOUR Birthday cake. What would you think?












You would probably be pretty upset, wouldn’t you? It would hurt that they didn’t want to share/participate in your cake… that would be painful and rude! 

You see, there is a connection between food we eat and sharing with one another – especially at party – sharing the food is a part of sharing friendship/family… we see a similar idea in the Lord’s Supper. We share and participate with one another as we participate at the table of the Lord. 
(Review) Last time, we looked at the Passover and the Lord’s Supper and we saw several characteristics that were very similar. WE established the Passover meal as the predecessor to the Lord’s Supper, and we explored how that deepens our understanding of Christ our Passover lamb. This evening, we build on that understanding as we explore another aspect of the Old Testament sacrifices – the fact that many of the sacrifices were eaten by the worshippers.
As we turn to the text, Verse 14, we see that connection back to the Old Testament spoken of in the first 13 verses – THEREFORE – meaning: based on the examples of God’s people in the past, and based on God’s faithfulness during trial and temptation – flee from idolatry. And then, in order to explain why the people should not eat food offered to idols, Paul mentions a major concept of the Lord’s supper:
And that concept is this: The Lord’s supper is a participation in the body and blood of Christ. (REPEAT)
But, what does that participation look like? What does it mean?  Paul explains that in verses 18 and following, so we will work backwards, looking first at vs.18-22, and then vs.14-17, so that we might learn more about the Lord’s Supper!  
SO: We will examine the text under 2 headings:
I. The Sacrificial Picture (vs.18-22)
II. The Sacrament of Participation (vs.14-17)
We begin in verse 18 with our first point:

I. The Sacrificial Picture 

(REPEAT)
Paul begins to explain the concept of participation with the example of

a. The Israelites eating at God’s table… Verse 18
Here Paul alludes to what we read out of Leviticus 7… The people of Israel who ate the sacrifice participated in the altar. He asks one question because that was enough for his audience who knew something of the OT sacrifices, but we have to turn to Leviticus to understand what he meant. There in Leviticus we saw that the Israelites only ate meat when it was offered as a sacrifice to the Lord. In that we see that God was always the one providing meat for His people. But more importantly every sacrifice was a participation or a sharing with God (and His Altar). In other words: when the people ate meat – it was because they were eating at God’s table so to speak – because it was given to Him before they ate it! And in Leviticus 7 we saw that the meat in the peace offering/fellowship offering was to be eaten over 1-2 days after being offered to the Lord. In LEV.7:18 we learn that if the sacrifice was eaten on the 3rd day, then it would not be accepted by God. Then it goes on to say something interesting… He who offers it will not be accepted… not of any benefit… 

Do you get the power of that? Eating the meat of the sacrifice was an integral part of participating with and being accepted by God! If the sacrifice was eaten improperly, then the one who offered it didn’t get the credit with God and the one who ate it improperly was guilty before the Lord! Why would this be the case? It might seem a little technical or odd, but think about it this way – the sacrificial bull or lamb was slaughtered to make peace between God and the worshipper. And the worshipper was connected to that sacrificial animal when they ate the sacrifice. In that meal, the animal who died for them became a part of them physically! And as they ate it properly, they were united to the sacrifice and as such accepted by God.

So, this idea of participating in the altar of the Lord had two parts: The first was eating at the Lord’s table, because the meat was His. The second was that by eating the offering, the worshipper became one flesh with the animal who died to make peace with God. So, the Israelites would have been participating with God (through the Altar) and thru the animal who died for them. Which was the same idea in the Passover as well – that they ate, became one with, and were strengthened by the lamb who died to keep them alive!
b. Here in our text Paul then applies that concept to sacrifices offered to idols  
In verse 19-20, he supplies answers to possible questions - READ

Paul didn’t want anyone to misunderstand him and think that he believed idols were real gods to which one could be united or joined in some way. Instead, he points out that such sacrifices were demonic, and that no believer should have fellowship with demons!

He continues in verse 21-22 saying – don’t willingly participate with demons! Because you don’t want to provoke God!

Now, Paul goes on to apply this to practical living in verses 23-30 – there he explains that it is lawful to buy whatever meat in the market without asking “was this offered to idols?”… It was fine to just eat it and give thanks to God. However, if they knew, then they were to turn it away and refuse as a witness to their unity and participation with the one true God!
So, if an early Christian were shopping in the market and saw cheap quality beef, a good buy, wonderful cut of beef – special deal because of the extra offerings to Zeus – no thanks.. why not? Because I am a sharer/participant with Christ – and thus would begin a wonderful witnessing opportunity…  

Likewise with us, we may enjoy meats and clothes from all sorts of cultures and backgrounds, but if at any point someone tells us that a certain asian symbol, or maori carving or type of food has a demonic meaning or background – we must put it away – because we participate only with Christ – And when we turn such things down, hopefully that is the start of a Gospel conversation as well! 










We Participate with Christ – and that participation is illustrated by and seen in the Lord’s Supper!
And so, we turn to our Second point:

II. The Sacrament of Participation

(REPEAT)
Please look at verse 16 Paul is certainly speaking of the Lord’s supper here… and he is saying:
a. Eating and Drinking the Lord’s Supper is a sharing in body/blood of Christ
Now we have explored what it meant for the Israelites to participate in the sacrifices, but how does that translate into the New Covenant? Let’s take a few minutes to explore how that word is used elsewhere in the New Testament: The word translated participation (or fellowship/sharing) is the word Koinonia – this is where we get the word communion. The Lord’s Supper is a communion/sharing/participation/connection with Christ. 

I want to run through a few notable places where this word is used:

1) Acts 2, when we hear that the church after Pentecost was continually devoting themselves to the Apostles’ teaching and to fellowship (this same exact word for participation) to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Now… Luke could have been saying they were devoted to teaching, and to the Lord’s Supper and to prayer – Or, he could have been saying that they were devoted to fellowship… either way: we have a clear picture of unity and intimacy among the early believers – they were very close to one another in daily faith and practice.
2) Perhaps more pertinent for our study: is the first chapter of I Corinthians, Paul uses the same word to refer to our relationship to Christ he says: God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship (same word) with His Son Jesus Christ our Lord. So, this word can be used in the sense of being in a state of relationship with God – called into fellowship/communion/unity/relationship with Christ.
3) Finally, in Philippians 3: (using this same word) Paul argues that our Fellowship with Christ includes Christ’s sufferings. Because we have Fellowship with His sufferings, we are conformed to His death. Paul’s point is that Our fellowship with Christ connects us to His saving work!

Based on these passages, I believe we can understand what Paul means by “sharing in the body/blood of Christ.” He is saying that we are connected to Christ in an intimate way. Our relationship to Christ is reflected by the way we partake of the bread and wine… When we take the elements of the Lord’s Supper, we spiritually feed on Christ in the same way that the Israelites ate the sacrifices of old… 
As Paul said in Philippians 3, He craved fellowship/sharing/participation with the sufferings of Christ. That is what occurred when the OT worshipper would sacrifice an animal – they ate the meat and it became a part of them – they were united to the sufferings/death of the sacrifice – through which God accepted them. 
Communion is the sacrament of participation with the sufferings and death of Christ – it is the meal where we step forward in faith declaring – “Yes, Jesus died for me!” “Yes, just as certainly as I eat this bread and drink the wine, Christ really did live and die and rise again FOR ME!” 




In That: your union with Christ is pictured and strengthened, as God assures you of your salvation.
Sadly, too many people, mistakenly make baptism the sacrament of participation – you step up and identify yourself with God. But Baptism is the sacrament showing God’s work in you and to you (you don’t do anything but stand there) and the outpouring of the Spirit is symbolized by the outpouring of the water… BUT the Lord’s Supper IS DIFFERENT! At the Table, the sacrament shows your participation, your taking, your eating, and your drinking from Christ’s body and blood – which was broken for you and shed for you! 

That very participation in faith is another reason why only professing believers may partake – because it is a demonstration of us being fully/personally united to Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. 







(funny ironic – Baptist friends refuse infant baptism- sometimes give LS to children)
Paul expands slightly on this in verse 17 where we see the:
b. Unity of the one bread & Our participation with one another – Please read that with me
I always thought this was a reference to a single loaf of bread representing our unity. But Paul is not discussing physical bread here… Rather, he is speaking of the bread of Heaven, that gives true life: Jesus Himself teaches us best about this bread… in John 6, Please turn there with me – Read vs.25-40
As surely as you have put your faith in the one loaf; eating the true bread from Heaven, Jesus Christ by Faith… so surely will God the Father give you eternal life, and will raise you up on the last day!

 Conclusion:
Next time you take the Lord’s supper, remember that as surely as your eyes see the bread and the wine – so surely did Christ die for you. As surely as you eat that food, and it is digested and becomes a part of you – so surely have you been united to Christ. You have been made a participant in His sufferings – AND His death was applied to you, in order that you might have eternal life! 
God assures you in that fact, that we are united to Christ, and that as surely as God raised Him from the dead – so surely will you who believe be raised up to live forever with Him!








Amen.
